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We are addressing this Media Conference on behalf of many members of our church
(Nairobi Central Church) who have been seriously affected by the current crisis since it
broke out late last year.

This Media Conference has been specifically convened to express our deep concern with
the manner this crisis is being handled by both the Government and the church leadership.

After the mediation to solve the problem by the Government broke down, the Government,
through the Nairobi County Commissioner, announced that the church was closed on
Saturday August 10th, 2019, citing security concerns.

The Count Commissioner said the church will remain closed until the two warring parties in
the church resolved their differences.

It was therefore with dismay that we learned of the re-opening of the church under strange
circumstances. Press reports, specifically Standard Newspaper Sunday Edition of August
18, 2019, quoted the Nairobi Police Commandant Philip Ndolo saying that our group had
snubbed a meeting convened at Nairobi Area Headquarters to decide on the matter.

We are not aware of that meeting. We will be happy to get any evidence from Mr. Ndolo
that our group was indeed invited and snubbed the meeting.

All we have read from press reports and social media is that the church leadership assured
the Government that it was capable of handling the security situation and on the strength
of that assurance, the Government permitted the church to be re-opened.

We find this development strange, unbelievable and suspicious. The issues which led the
government to close the church have not been resolved.

We have learned that the church leadership together with some elders who are leaning
towards the church leadership performed a cleansing ceremony to ostracize demons at the
church on Friday evening. How can such cleansing be done before the matter is resolved?

Even when the church re-opened on Saturday, the leadership posted goons at the gate to
vet members of our group, preventing those targeted from accessing the church.



Two deacons, one working for Central Bank of Kenya and another for Kenya Broadcasting
Corporation, were tasked to help the goons at the gate to pick out those not wanted in the
church and block them from entering the church compound.

Those of us who are aggrieved by this development wish to emphatically say this matter is
far from over. Nobody should have any elusions that he or they would disenfranchise a
large number of membership, upto the tune of 65%, and continue running the church with
unbelievable dictatorship and impunity and expect peace.

It is estimated that about 100 goons were deployed at the gate, inside the compound and
inside the church

We are asking the Government to quickly bring this matter to an end.


